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PE FACE 


T HE importance of the ſubject, and the little 
hitherto written thereon, form the Author's apology 
for the following eſſay. | | 


Good men have been much divided 10 their ſenti- : 


ments on this queſtion, Many, from the guilt and de- 
pravity with which infants are born, have haſtily in- 
ferred the certainty of their future miſery. And 
< many unguarded expreſſions (ſays Dr. Gill) have 
cc been dropped concerning the puniſhment of ſuch 
ce infants, . .. ++: which are not at all to the credit of 
© truth.” * A few. perſons know that an attempt has 
lately been made to revive this uncomfortable notion, 
in terms ſtill more harſh. and exceptionable, to the no 


ſmall diſtreſs of ſome individuals, particularly, of pa- 


rents bleeding with recent bereavements. | 
_» To ſuch, an antidote will be peculiarly ſeaſonable, 
and to others, it is hoped not unacceptable. But as the 
Author,is an enemy to all perſonal controverſies, he has 
taken up the ſubject, and endeavoured to anſwer every 
oObjection he could collect, without a direct reference 
to any writer on the oppoſite fide; not wiſhing to keep 
alive publications, already faſt ſinking, by their own 
weight, into merited oblivion” . 
Many, however, who have ſhuddered at aſſerting 

the damnation of millions of infants, have doubted the 
evidence of their ſalvation. After much painful heſi- 
tation, they have ſuppoſed the caſe of children dying in 
infancy among the “ ſecret things” which belong only 
ge to the Lord our God.” But, perhaps, the following 
pages, with the divine bleſſing, may happily convince 
ſuch that they are miſtaken :—that the ſcriptures here 
adduced, if not quite ſo clear and deciſive as on ſome 
fundamental'points of our religion, are yet abundantly 
ſatisfactory; and that the ſalvation of infants is among 
thoſe * things which are revealed,“ and which conſe- 
quently “ belong to us and to our CYrLDREN.” + 


Body of Divinity, vol. 17, P. 543- + Deut. Alk, 29; 
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Nixr to his own perſonal Salvation, nothing 
can come nearer the heart of a parent, than the future 
and eternal happineſs of his children. They are parts: 
of ourſelves; and, when it pleaſes Divine Providence 
to take them from us, we feel the ſtroke, like that of 
the knife which ſeparates one of the moſt precious of 
our members; it is, in our Lord's expreſſive phraſeolo-— 
gy, the loſs of a right eye, the. amputation of a right _ 
band. Among the various thoughts that croud into 
the afflicted mind, on ſuch occaſions, one of the moſt 

prefling is an inquiry after their eternal ſtate. What, 
my ſon! the ſon of my womb!” ſays the afflicted | 
mother“ What, the ſon of my vows!” * ſays the 
diſtreſſed father Ah, whither is thy ſpirit fled ?>—To 
what world of joy or ſorrow, of happineſs or miſery, | 
art thou gone ?—-O Abſalom, my ſon, my ſon !!— 
| Thoſe who are not parents, or, at leaſt, who have 
not a parent's heart, may coldly cenſure theſe paſhon- 
ate exclamations ; and, with philoſophical apathy, con- 
demn theſe feelings, Not ſo the Almighty : In who 


Prov. xxxi, 2 | 
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7 
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knows our frame, and formed us for ſenſibility, has 
borrowed the tendereſt of theſe ſenſations to ſhadow 
his ſupreme compaſſion toward us. Yes; © as a fa- 
ther pitieth his children,” —as a © mother” compaſ- 


ſionates © her ſucking Child"=—fo the Lord regardeth 
ee them that fear him.” | 


— N 


We revere your feelings, ye bereaved parents; and, 
while your anxieties are all © tremblingly alive,” let 
us apply to that good word of God, which alone — 
| 4 ſatisfaction to our e | 


In the firſt place, wean it will be highly proper 
to examine the Scripture account of our ſtate by na- 
ture, or the moral circumſtances in which children are 
born into the world. Now the depravity, and miſery 
of this ſtate is ſo evident from Scripture *, and mat- 
ter of fact, that few Chriſtians totally deny it; and 
many of the wiſeſt a and beſt Heathens a . 


tained it. 


The imputation of the fin of Adam, (as a federal 
head) to all his poſterity, is another circumſtance 
clearly aſſerted in the New Teſtament, | particularly 

by the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, in the following 
paſſage f. 


As by one man [Adam] ſin entered into the 
world, ang death by fin; and ſo death, [ſucceffively]}, 
* See the following Scriptures : Pf. xiv. li. and lun. Rom. a, 


iu, and v. Eph. ii. 3, Kc. 
+ Rom. v. 12, &c. 


paſſed 
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paſſed: vpon all men, for that, [io him}, all hors fonts 

for [before and] until the law, [was given by Moſes], 
fn was in the world; but fin is not imputed Where 
there is no law, ¶ ſince the very nature of fin is the 
violation of a law]. Nevertheleſs, Death reigned from 
Adam to Moſes, even over | infants] them that had 
not ſinned after the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
' _ who is the figure of bim who was to ea n | 

| Jeſus Chriſt}. bw ml 7; | 


8 cc Therefore, as by the offence of one, Jip 
came ypon all men to condemnation; even ſo, by the 
righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto juſtification of life. For as by one man's dit 
obedience, many were made [or conſtituted] ſinners, 
ſo by the obedience of one Ball e made (con: 
Aituted] righteous,” 5 7 
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If this awful view FY the natural ebmtton of del 


rind be admitted and Scripture compels me to ad- 


mit it then it follows, that the arguments to be ale 
ledged in favour of the Salvation of Infants, muſt not 
reft on the abſolute innocence or purity of human 


„ The Church of England has ſummarily 'compreheniledl what. ſhe 
| apprehends to be the, Seripture doctrine, in the following words: 
That 44 Original Sin... . is the fault and corruption of the nature of 
every man, that y is engendered of the offspring of Adam, 
whereby man is very far gone from original righteouſneſs, and is, of 
his own nature, inclined to evil; fo that the fleſh Juſteth always con- 
trary to the ſpirit; and, therefore, in every perſon born into the 
world, it deſerveth God's wrath and damnation.” Ar. IX. 
The Aſſembly of Divines teach, that © All A; by the Fall, 
loſt communion with God, are under his wrath and curſe, and ſo 
made liable to all the OHNE of this life, of death itſelf, and to the 
pains of Hell for ever.” it CaTEcn. Anſ. 19 
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nature. "0s J if infants are ſaved, they, as well as 


and juſtified, in the name of the Lord oppoſe and by 
the + or our 75 r e en L TO 


If the Readar mould require me to 5 had 
nize theſe facts with the divine perfections, I confeſs 


| they are irreconcileable. Our view of divine truths 
may be compared to our. view of the heavenly bodies. 


' ſcattered ſtars beheld with our naked eye, appear to 
have no connexion with each other. But here Aftro- 


by diſcovering the nature, the relations, and depend- 
ances of the heavenly bodies, diſplays the wiſdom and 
magnificence of the Creator. Still her aid is partial; 

thouſands of Mars ſhe diſcovers; in different parts of the 
ſphere, continue to appear only. as, brilliant, ſpangles ; 


from what ſhe can diſcover, .in the. orbs thus brought 
within obſervation, that, were the means of knowledge 
x ſufficient, the ſame wiſdom and magnificence might be 
diſcerned in the reſt, Let us apply this. Natural Rea- 
ſon, indeed, diſcoyers ſome few important truths. Re- 
velation applies the powers of the teleſcope to the mind, 
and both 1 improves our knowledge of thoſe truths, and 
enriches us with others. Still, however, there remain 
many inſcrutable ſecrets both in Providence and Re- 
' demption ; but we may ſafely infer that the confuſion 
which ſeems to remain among divine truths, is merely 
owing to our contracted and imperfect view of them. 


But 


— — — 
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nomy ſteps in, and with her inſtrumeüts of ſcience, 


adults, muſt be ſaved by grace alone“ Sanctified, 


my inability; but it does not from thence follow that 


Our eyes can ſurvey but a ſmall. part of the celeſtial | 
ſphere at once, and that very, imperfeQly, The few 


but ſhe, reaſons from analogy, and juſtly concludes 


— 
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But though I pretend not to ſolve all the difficulties 

which occur in the divine counſels and government, 

permit me to repeat a hint or two already ſuggeſted, 

that may have a tendency to "Km EY ot their 
e bar. 


[Adis PIE it be remembered, that Adam was 
both the natural and federal head, of his poſterity.” As 
the former, we were ſeminally in him—in the ſeripture- 
phraſeology, we were all in his loins; as Levi was 
in the loins of Abraham, and the Meſſiah in thoſe of 
David. Thus modern Philoſophy inſtructs us that the 
animals and plants, originally created, contained ſemi- 
nally and radically all of the ſame ſpecies which have 
ſince ſprang from them*. Adam was alſo a federal (or 
covenant) head; and the advantages of his ſtanding, 
had hie ſtood, would have been Ne een 
with his guilt 1 in ng, 5 IE Hts. 

fc | | of WY 
But 2ndly.—God hag 16. pleaſed, in aa of 
our loſs-by 'Adain, to inflitute a ſimilar conſtitution for 
our ſalvation, Was Adam our natural, Chriſt i is our 
ſpiritual head; and, as truly as we derive from the former 
a polluted ws deprayed nature, fo truly do believers 
_ derive a renewed and divine nature from the Spirit of | 
| Jeſus Chriſt, Again, as Adam was, in like manner 
is Chriſt, a federal head ; as the guilt of the former, 
ſo the righteouſneſs of the latter, is imputed to us; 
with this difference, however, in our favour, that only 
one act of diſobedience is impafen to us from the firſt; 


See Gill's Bcdy of bon, Vol. I 524. 5 
but 


| [ 6 ] 
but the whole of the obedience of the ſecond: des; 
our Redeemer. Alſo the depravity of our nature id 
rather of a negative than a poſitive kind“; but the 
principle of holineſs derived from (and 8 man, is in⸗ 


vincibly active and energetic. 


* ZS . 


It cannot be denied, however, but in one reſpect the | 
influence of Adam's fin is more extenſive than that of 
imputed righteouſneſs; the former reached to all man- 
kind, | becauſe he was the head of all: but not ſo Jeſus 

Chriſt ; he is the head of the church, and to believers 

only are the benefits of his redemption transfered, But 
why this was ſo ordained—why it pleaſed God to 
_ ſome only of mankind as veſſels of mercy, I know 
God may, doubtleſs, have wiſe ends inconceivy« 
ho to us. This Jam perſuaded, it was not through 
want of efficacy in Chriſt's atonement,—it was not 
owing to any impotency of divine grace it was not 
for want of compaſſion in God ;—leaſt of all, could it 
be from any pleaſure the Deity could receive from the 
5: Yer of his creatures. As] live, faith the LOED» 
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"=, ® « tis 1 to account he, a Gnfut corruption of nature, . there 
is not the leaſt need of ſuppoſing any evil quality infaſed, implanted; 
-or wrought into the nature of man by any poſitive cauſe, or influence 
Whatſoever.—The abſence of poſitive good principles, and ſo the with- 
holding of a ſpecial divine influence to maintain thoſe good principles, 
Jeaving the common natural principles of ſelf- love, natural apetite, &c. 
(which were in man in innocence), leaving theſe, I fay, to them- 
ſelves, . » . - will certainly be followed with the total corruption of 
the heart, without any poſitive influence at all; and it was thus in- 
deed that corruption of nature came on Adam immediately on his fall, 
and comes on all his poſterity as ſinning in him, and falling with 
him.” Edwards On Orig. Sin, Part IV. ch. 2. 


I have. 


020 Hy . 
I have no pleaſure in the death of the wicked. -The 
mention of election naturally leads me to obſerve, that if 
infants are ſaved, they muſt be included in that decree; 
and intereſted in all its bleſſings.—If © predeſ- 
tinated,” they muſt alſo be renewed by divine 
grace, though not © called” by the outward word; 
& juſtified” likewiſe by the application of Chriſt's 

_ righteouſneſs, and finally and eventually = glorified” +, | 


The poſſibility, and even certainty of this fact, in 
many inſtances, is, I believe, uncontroverted ; but 
| that ALL who die in infancy are thus ſaved, has been 
by many doubted ; and by ſome reſolutely denied. The 
diſtinction has been drawn either 

iſt, From the characters of the parents: 3 ex. 
tending eternal life to all the children of prefeſſing 
Chriſtians; others to thoſe of real Believers only. 

2dly. Many have connected this bleſſing with the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm, making it a in ordi- 
| nance: and others 


* Ezek. xxxili, 11. + Rom. viii, 30. 

+ Some humane Deines, who have ſhuddered at the notion of In- 
4 damnation, and yet have not ſeen the evidences of their univerſal 
Salvation, have conjectured that the children of Heathens, and un- 
believers, might be annibilated at death. But beſide the objections 
that lie againſt this, in common with that of their partial ſalvation, 
this does not ſeem to agree either with the divine perfections, or the 
ſeripture doctrine of a general reſurrection; but is principally to be 
rejected on this ground, that annihilation is no part of the penalty of 
the law, or of the wages of fin; otherwiſe Chriſt, in ſuffering for us, 
muſt have been annihilated. See Brine againſt Watts, Part iii. ch. 6. 
and the preſent Dr. Jonathan Edwards againſt Chauncy, ch. v. 
; 2dly. 


Zaly. Have referred it to the ſovereign wilk of God, 
who may have choſen ſome, and rejected others, 
merely from his own good e ee each of theſe 

1I have ä : | 


To the firſt, 1 addy; hos 8 Wear external 
privileges are promiſed to the faith of parents; yet I 
know of no authority for ſuppoſing eternal life to be 
thus annexed *, Nor are the children of Pagans, or 
profane perſons, any farther gone from original 

righteouſneſs, than thoſe of the moſt religious parents. 
Beſides, this ſuppoſition makes children ſuffer, not only 
for the crime of their fi, but alſo of their immediate 
parents. . | - 


# 
*＋ 


Secondly, That Baptiſm is not a ſaving ordinance 
even to adults, is clear, from that Simon Magus, 
after he had received it, was yet “ in the gall of bit- 
terneſs, and bonds of iniquity ;” + and we ſee daily 
the ſame of thouſands, either ſprinkled in e or 

immerſed at riper years. | 


With reſpect to the third, I perceive not the ſame 

motives for diſcriminating grace in infants as in adults. 
No motive (and can we conceive the Deity to act 
without?) can be ſuggeſted why God has ſelected the 
peculiar objects of his choice, but the glory of his 
own grace. Here he takes an avaritious revenue of- 
ficer, in Zaceheus; a diſhoneſt 5 in Once; 


* This. will be farther conſidered among the objeCtions to cur 
hypothefis. | 


+ Acts vüi. 23. | Ws 
1 * | among 


1 9] 


among the Corinthians, he choſe the moſt abarddondd 
characters for licentiouſneſs and debauchery ;—and 
in Saul, the perſecuting Phariſee, free grace was mag- 
| Nified by ſelecting a character, if poſſible, ſtill worſe, * 

But infants do not preſent that wre of charac- 
ter, having no perſonal ſin; and, in original guilt, 
they are exactly on a level. They therefore dy 
not ſeem to afford the ſame opportunity for glorify-= 
ing divine ſovereignty their diſniminations 555 


It is as however, meant to wh the _ of Pa So 
bere.—In the following pages, it is intended to proſe- 
cute the ſubject farther, hy reaſoning from the Scrip+ 
tures, and from the divine perfeRions in fayour of their 
ſalvation; and moſt of our arguments will conclude 
equally for the ſalvation of ALL infant . * 
| 


* FER xix, Philemon 199-13, Car. vi, 9, 11—1 Cor: * 
$- Tim. Iz I's 
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From the Driv1NE. PERFECTIONS» 
1 . 1 e en 2 l 


Troven ſin, as ſin, muſt ever be Hateful to 


God, and every | ubject therewith polluted obnoxious 
to his diſpleaſure, yet there is a manifeſt difference 
between original and actual guilt—a difference anala- 
gous to that between perſonal and imputed” righteouf- 
neſs :—conſequently we become guilty through our 

connexion with Adam, in the ſame manner as we are 
made righteous through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt. As therefore we cannot properly -be ſaid to 
merit eternal life by his obedience; ſo neither can we 
(before actual fin) be ſaid, in a ſtrict ſenſe, to deſerve - 
eternal death, any otherw iſe than through our relation 
to our firſt progenitor, It is on this account, I ſuppoſe, 
that the Prophet calls infants (as he is commonly, and 


'T think, juſtly underſtood) © innocents,” and with 


an epithet of — and pity for their lukerings | 
© poor innocents,” * | / 


Now may we not adopt Abraham's reaſoning in 
another caſe, and fay—Will the Lord deſtroy the in- 
nocent with the wicked ?—Will he involve them in the 
ſame irremediable miſery ?“ That be far from thee. 


Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?“ + 


.% Jer. ii. 34.—Xix. 4. compare out 5 · 4 xviii, 25. 
| | This 
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This will, in ſome meaſure, ce juſtify the ways of. 
God to man.“ —If notwithſtanding original fin, God 
inflicts final yengeance on thoſe” only 'who add thereto 
actual tranſgreſſion; and, at the ſame time, points out 
to them a door of hope; Will not this go far to ſoften 
the apparent ſeverity of the diſpenſation ?—Perhaps 
but for this merciful proviſion, the Deity would never 
haye adopted that economy. Probably the very ap- 
pointment of Adam, as a covenant head to his poſ- 
terity, was with a view to introduce Jeſus Chriſt in 
the ſame character, with the greater propriety and 
glory; and the abounding of fin unto death was per- 
mitted to diſplay to greater, advantage the ſuperabound- 
ing of divine grace unto eternal life. 

What may add force to this method of reaſoning 
is, that God himſelf ſeems to have adopted it in the 
caſe of Cain and Abel. When the Lord had voueh- 
ſafed the well-known token of accepting Abel's of- 
fering (probably fire from heaven) and rejected Cain's, 
Cain was wroth, and his countenance fell; the Lord, 
(perhaps in the Shecinah,) was pleaſed to reaſon even 
with Cain,—** Why art thou wroth, and why is thy 
countenance fallen 2—If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not 
be accepted? and if not, a ſin- offering coucheth at the 
 door”*,—$o were the Lord pleaſed to condeſcend to 
reaſon with man, on original guilt ; might he not ſay, 
If thou haſt not added actual to thy original fin, 
that alone ſhall not be'thy perdition : and if thou haſt, 
(as all have) behold a ſacrifice at hand“ Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the ſin of the world.” 


* Gen. iv. See Kennicott's Differtation on. Cain and Abel, p. 216 
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ARGUMENT u. 


Prom a fundamental MaxiM 27 Gop's MORAL Go- 
VERNMENT. | 


1. was a diſtinguiſhing character of the God of Iſrael, 
that he viſited the iniquities of the fathers upon the 
children, even unto the third and fourth generation: It 
is obvious, however, that this was intended of thoſe only 
who walked in the ways of their fathers. When there- 
fore the Jews abufed this maxim to a reflection on the 
moral character of the Deity, and ſaid * The fathers have 
eaten ſour grapes, and the children's teeth are ſet on 
edge,” the Lord reproves the injurious reflection 
No; ſays the Lord, it ſhall no more be thus ſaid 
< Behvld all ſouls are mine; as the ſoul of the father, 
ſo alfo the ſoul of the fon is mine: the ſoul that finneth 
it ſhall die. The ſon ſhall not bear the iniquity of the 
father—Every one ſhall die for his own iniquity ; 
every man that eateth the ſour grape, his teeth ſhall be 
| ſet on edge. 


Now then, if it is a fundamental maxim of the di- 
vine government to viſit the parents' fins on thoſe 
children only who walk in the ſame ways, and copy 
their tranſgreflions, may we not reaſonably hope may 
we not confidently rely on the Lord's not violating 
this maxim in the condemnation of infants, who have 


0 Jer. xxxi. 29, 30. f Ezek. xvili, 20. 


2 5 | « not 


« not ſinned after the ficiſrude of their father's 
0  tranſgrefſion.” 


1 know that the > on which this nk is 
founded has been diſputed; 1. Becauſe Achan's children 
ſuffered with him, bearing his iniquity.” But there 
is no proof that they were infants, it is much 
more likely that they had joined in their fa- 
ther's fin before they ſhared his puniſhment. 2. 
Becauſe the not viſiting the father's fins upon the ehild- 
ren is promiſed as a peculiarity of the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion: © In THOSE days,” &c. This I conceive ts 
be a miſtake; it is not implied that God had ever acted 
in this arbitrary manner; but rather that in the period 
referred to, the people ſhould no more raiſe this bitter 
and unjuſt reflection on the Almighty. In thoſe days 
they ſhall 8AY no more, The fathers, &c “,“ Some 
other facts which have been adduced to countenance 
this charge againſt the Deity will be conſidered below, 
as objections to our hypotheſis. The argument as al- 
ready ſtated, may be ſtrengthened by the following 
obſervations. : 


I. That though the Iſraelites greatly offended the Lord 
by their perverſeneſs in- the wilderneſs, and he ſwore 
that none of the adults (ſave Caleb and Joſhua) ſhould _ 


* Stackhouſe's Hiſtory of the Bible, 8vo. Vol. in, 13 ze 

+ See Ainſworth in Exod. xx, 5. N . 

I It may be proper to ſubjoin that ſome able commentators are 2 
opinion that this promiſe of not puniſhing children for their parents' 
fins muſt be underſtood principally with reference to the puniſhments _ 
of another world. See — the Aſſembly's annotations on 
Ezek. xvii, 20. 
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enter the — land“ But (faith the Lord) your 
little ones, which ye ſaid ſhould be a prey, them will. 


I bring in, and they ſhall know the land which ye 


have deſpiſed.” (Num. xiv, 31.) It is true that the 
riſing generation were ſubject to a temporary inconve- 
nience during the lives of their parents, by wandering 
with them in the wilderneſs (which is called ““ bearing 
their whoredoms, ver. 33.) This was indeed neceſ- 
ry for their preſervation ; however, as they acquired age 


and ſtrength their parents died away, and the children, 


renouncing their fathers' ſin, were not involved in their 
puniſhment; but are ſpoken of in the ſcriptures as 
remarkable* for their piety, and the Lord's favor 
towards them. e 3 


II. « Lo! children are an heritage of the Lord,“ 
(Pſalm cxxvii, 3.) and he claims them as his peculiar. 
treaſure— therefore, when the Jews ſacrificed their 
children to Idols, the Lord charges them with ſacri-· 


ficing ns children.. Moreover, thou haſt taken thy 


ſons and thy daughters whom thou haſt borne unto 
ME, and theſe haſt thou ſacrificed unto them to be 


devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a ſmall matter, 


that thou | haſt flain my children?” Let it be re- 
membered that theſe were the children of cruel ido- 
laters. 


III. In the inſtance of the Ninevites the Lord reafons 
with Jonah on the caſe of more than fix ſcore thou- 
ſand perſons who knew not their right hand from their 
left,” which is moſt naturally and generally interpreted 


of young children, and the number is not at all incredi- 


+ See Jer. ii, a, 3. 1 Ezek . xvi, 20, 21> 


1 


LEES 2) 3 
dle in c an exceeding great city of three days Journey® 
the capital of the Aſſyrian empire.“ Now it is pre- 
ſumed the tenderneſs with which the Lord ſpeaks of 
the infants of the rebellious Jews, and heathen inhabi- 
tants of Nineveh is no ſmall confirmation of the above 
argument, and greatly encourages our eonfidence 
that he will not condemn millions of ſuch infants {to 

AY e : 


ARGUMENT Il... 
From the Conpver and DrscoursEs of Isos , 
. Cuxlsr. Ho + 


Ps Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe, as 1 as , in 
blood. — Ah! cruel Herod, thy ſanguinary heart ſtained 
with blood the dawn of the Redeemer's kingdom, In 
Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation and weeping 
and great mourning ; Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted becauſe they are not.” 
As the Evangeliſt* hath applied the language of the 
Prophet to this event, let us add the comfortable aſſur- 
ance that Jehovah immediately ſubjoins “ Refrain thy 
voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for 
thy work ſhall be rewarded, faith the Lord; and they 
ſhall come en from the land of the — any 


See Jonah iü, 3. iv. 11. with the Aſerably" $ annotations. Gilles 
comment. and Poli. Synop. in loc. 
55 there 
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there V hope in thine end, faith the Loup that the 
ehildren ſhall come again to their own border.“ % Yes, 
ye bereaved mothers, there is hope in the end of your 


© departed offspring. Though they are captives at pre- 


ſent in * the land of darkneſs and of death, Captivi+ 
ty ſhall be taken captive; Death ſhall be ſwallowed up 
in victory, and they ſhall come again “ from the land 
of the Enemy.” Yes! ye ſlaughtered innocents! ye 
were the firſt martyrs for an infant Redeemer, and 


your blood is precious in his fight ! Verily, << great 


is your reward in Heaven,” | 
\ 


But let our eyes revert to the celeſtial luminary. 


The ſun beams are not red; it is the interpoſed cloud 
which gives them that appearance. Sun of righteouſ- 


neſs, we hail the Weber of thy riſing! What heal- 


ing doth thy beams convey ! 


Well faith the Prophet © He ſhall not ery aloud nor 
cauſe his voice to be heard in the ſtreets ;—a bruiſed 
reed he ſhall not break, and the ſmoaking flax he ſhall 
not quench.” The more weak and tender his diſciples, 
the more kind and compaſhonate the Saviour.—Me- 
thinks I ſee him in the houſe of one of his followers: _- 
his diſciples come to him, big with miſtaken ideas of 
the temporalities of his kingdom; and having been 
diſputing among themſelves (like too many of their 
ſucceſſors) which of them ſhould be the greateſt there- 


in, they appeal to their maſter, each ſuppoſing that the 
merit of his ſervices would ſecure him the pre- emi · 


Matt. tt. 17 rg. + Jer. xxxi-16e . 


* 
nence. But let us mark the wiſdom and gentleneſs - 
with which he checks their ambition, and ſilences their 
contentions. Among his ſurrounding audftors he 
obſerves a little child, perhaps one of the family where 
the then was—he calls it to kim—takes it tenderly i in 
his arms, and places it before them.“ Huſh, ye diſ- 
ſputatious tempers! Silence, ye ambitious ſpirits! Be- 
hold the model of a chriſtian diſciple !—<« Except, 
( (fay the lips of incarnate wiſdom—except) ye be con- 
verted and become as little children“ in meekneſs, 
'teachableneſs and humility, © ye ſhall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven;“ neither be acknowledged 
true diſciples here, nor be admitted to diſciples” places 
in the kingdom of glory above. Whoſoever, there- 
Fore, ſhall humble himſelf, as this little child, the ſame 
is greateſt in the kingdom of 'Heaven.” +—With ſuch a 
model placed before our view, and ſuch a maſter to 
direct our ſtudies, what proficients ought we to be in 
the ſchool of chriſtianity ! Alas! what proficients 
are we !—“ And whoſoever, (continues the Redeemer | 
cl ſhall receive one ſuch little child in my 
name (i. e. as belonging to me) receiveth me: but who- 
ſo ſhall offend one of theſe little ones,” eſpecially when 
of capacity to believe in me,” it were better that a 
mill-ſtone were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the ie depth of the ſea,” 


Matt. xviii, 2. &c. 


+ St. Luke's expreſſion! is ſomewhat different, (Ch. nol 17.) 

„ Whaſoever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of Heaven as a little 
child —i. e. as a little child receives it—“ ſhall in no wiſe enter 
therein“ Do not little Children then, as * enter in when they 


He in infaney? : 
5 New Take 


\ 1 

« Take * chat ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little | 
ones—for I ſay unto you, that in heaven their angels 
(the angels that attend them from earlieſt infancy) en- 
joy the diſtinguiſhed honor inceſſantly to behold the 
face of my father who is in Heaven.“ Take heed 
alſo, becauſe even the Son of man” himſelf © is come 
to ſeek and to fave that which was loſt,” and diſ- 
dains not that gracious character to the leaſt or meaneſt 


of his Ack. 


« How think ye,” my diſciples, © if a man have an 
hundred ſheep, and one of them be gone aſtray, would 
he not leave the ninety and nine in the mountain and 
go and ſeek that which is gone aſtray ? And if he find 
it, verily I ſay unto you, he rejoiceth more over that 
ſheep, than over the ninety and nine which went 
not aſtray. Even ſo, it is not the will of your heavenly 
Father that one of theſe LITTLE oNEs ſhould” be left 
to © periſh” through inattention or neglect. | 

At another time we behold the Saviour of mankind 
ſurrounded by his old enemies, the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees. The multitude attend him with their young, 
and, perhaps ſome of them diſeaſed, infants. They 
pryis * the een diſciples, but are check- 


* Sce Dr. Bee on this paſſage : But the late Mr. Taplady explains 
it ſo as to form a direct proof of our Hypotheſis. By © angels” he un- 
derſtands the sos of ſuch as die in their infancy,” who upon their 
bodies being previouſly “ diſlodged by death, do always behold the 
face of God in Heaven (Hiſtoric proof, Introd. p. Ixxviii.) This 
however, as I doubt it is ſomewhat forced, I wiſh not to inſiſt on. 


ed 


| E 

a by their reproof. « Their maſter (they ſeem to 
ſay) is engaged with perſons, and in buſineſs, of more 
importance. —But what unuſual ſeverity veils his 
countenance ? he is © much diſpleaſed.”* 44 Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; 
for of ſuch” infants, and adults reſembling the meek- 
neſs of their character, is my © kingdom” compoſed, 
both in earth and heaven. Verily I ſay unto you, who- 
ſoever ſhall not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, ſhall not enter therein. And he took them up 
in his arms, put his hands on them, and bleſſed them.” 


_—_ excluding a general reference to all his fol- 
lowers, under the character of children, it ſeems exceed- 
ingly clear that our Lord refers, principally and imme- 
diately, to young children as ſuch—and when he bleſſes 
nn them the capable ſubjects of his 


* Mark x, 1 35 &c, 5 
+ * Of ſuch infants”) Infants and thoſe — « become like them 
Aſſembly's Ann. in Luke xviii, 16. 

« Talium enim,” & Eraſmus, Beza and Piſcator. [in Poli. Syn.] 
Some others © of ſuch as RESEMBLE theſe; but Doddridge diſap- 
proves this rendering; and obſerves *it is the part of a faithful tranſla- 
tor not to limit the ſenſe of the original, nor to fix what it leaves am- 
biguous.” (Fam. Expos. vol. ii, $. 136.) Mr. Henry ſays © the 
word (vor) generally ſignifies not ſimilitude, but identity; nor can any 
one inſtance be found where it excludes the perſons or things mention» 
ed.” Other authorities might be added. Dr. Stennet underſtands it 
of little children in general,” eſpecially ** thoſe who die in infancy,” 
(Anſr. to Pr. Addington, p. 61.) and Mr. Booth remarks that this 
paſſage wears a ſmiling aſpect on the final ſtate of ſuch (children) as 
die in infancy; and that without any reference to carnal defcent, 


which ſcems to be a Jewiſh tenet.” - 
Pœdobap. Exam. p. 350. 


D 2 + © kingdom 


OL. 


kin gdoni—denounces a woe againſt thoſe who injure, or 

deſpiſe. them—and deelares. it to be his Father's will, 

that not one of them ſhould periſh—who ſhall adjudge 

g thouſands and millions of them to eternal ſry: 2— 
God forbid that L ſhould be the man ! 


ll Once more, let us attend the Redeemer in his laſt 
triumphant entry to Jeruſalem.— The king of Hrael, 
the king of Glory, riding upon an Af and at- 
tended by the ſhouts of children], The ſcorn of fools, 
the ſong of drunkards, and'the jeft of infidels. (Was 
there ever ſuch' a comment on that text ( He pour- 
eth contempt on princes?” .) But what ſay the infant 
multitude ? Hoſannah to the ſon of David! Ho- 
fannah in the higheſt.—Rleſſed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord.” 4+ The Scribes and Phariſees 
murmur and complain“ Heareft thou what theſe 
fay”. Jeſus heard—and hearing applauded—** Have 
= ye never read, out of the mouths of BABES and 
= svcKLinos, thou haſt perfected praiſe?“ꝰ Ves: and 
f that God who perfected praiſe from infant lips on 
b earth, will ſurely not refuſe their voices a part 
in his celeſtial choir. 
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Upon the whole of this argument, we may obſerve _ 
that our gracious Redeemer at all times paid a particu- 
lar attention to young children; and declared them not 
! only the capable, but the a&#ral ſubjects of his kingdom | 
1 | Quand that too, as far as appears without any reference 
5 to the faith of their parents. All that were brought 
yea, ſome that were not brought he took them in his 
arms and bleſſed them will he ever ſay to ſuch as 


 theſe—*! Depart from me, for I never knew ye?” _ 


# Pf. cvii, '4o. + Os xi, 9, &c. 
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Fe the . of David. 


| mi LY no doubt afford fome ſatisfation, re we 
aſcertain in what view the ancient believers conſidereck 
their departed infants. The only caſe, however, left on 


record of this nature is that of David, which, if not 


deeiſive, at leaſt ſtrongly favours gur hypothefis. 
During the child's ſickneſs he faſted and prayed for its 
recovery; but when it was dead he comforted himſelf 
with this reflection, „“I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall 
not return to me.“ „ ſhall go to him, —moſt ob- 
viouſly means, not only to the ſtate of the dead, to 
the grave“ — but, as Dr. Gill obſerves, „to heaven 
and eternal happineſs, where his ſoul was, as he com- 
fortably hoped and believed: :2* otherwiſe the thought 
had little in it to compoſe ſuch extreme trouble and 
; affliction as he then _ | 


The Shunammite loſt her child in tender years, and 
had faith to ſay it is well: + but as we do not ex- 
actly know its age, and it might probably be paſſed 
| that of mere fancy we cannot argue on this in- 
ſtance. 
_  . * Gill's Comment. in 11. Sam. xii, 23. | 
+ 1I Kings iv, 26. 
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ARGUMENT v. 


Tren the Nature of the final Jopouner, Future pu- 
5 eee &c. 


. E RE is not, in all the 1 any intima- 
tion that thoſe who are finally condemned, will be con- 
demned, either by reaſon of any decree of preterition 
againſt them, or on account of their mere relation to, 
or derivation from, the firſt Father of mankind. No: 
the ſentence is always repreſented as involved by ſome 


actual tranſgreſſion in thought, word, or deed, of 


which mere infants are not capable. When the dead 
ſmall and great, infants as well as adults, are repreſented 
before the final Judgment ſeat, they are judged ac- 
cording to the DEENs written in the books; * and by 
theſe © every mouth will be ſtopped,” and all the 
world ſtand convicted before the bar of God. And 
when our incarnate Judge ſhall pronounce the ſentence 
of eternal baniſhment, it ſhall be inf only = 
workers of iniquity.” + 

Now, if eternal condemnation enſue only as the 
conſequence of actual ſins—if all who, depart into ever- 
laſting fire are workers of iniquity—furely, children ate 


| excluded from that awful * 


* Rom. ii, 6.—11 Cor. v. 10.—11 9 892 iv, 14. Rev. xx, 
12, 13. a N 


+ Matt, vii, 13 Luke xili, 27. &c. 


( 


| It 


0 3 1 

It may be alleged, that if the not having done evil 
works may exempt infants from future puniſhment, 
by a parity of reaſoning, their not having done good 
works will exclude them from the rewards of heaven; 
ſo that they muſt be ſuſpended between both worlds, as 
unfit for either. But the caſes are not parallel. Good 
| works do not qualify for Heaven as bad ones do for 
Hell. Upon the footing of works all men muſt be 
found guilty; and the righteous will be the firſt to ac- 

knowledge it. The book of life, however, will be the 
witneſs for their ſalvation; and the grace of God 
the cauſe of it, . the meritorious obedience of 
the Saviour. | 15 


Permit me to add that PE torments "of future fate : 
(according to the ſcripture account of them) do not 
ſeem ſuch as infants are capable of ſuffering. | 


I conſider fin and ſorrow ſo connected in the origi- 
nal conſtitution of things, that nothing but a miracle < 
of grace can ever ſeparate them. We ſee this even in 
the preſent life. Some ſins, as thoſe of exceſſive 
debauchery, naturally and regularly induce their own 
_ puniſhment: and others will ſooner or later have the 
ſame effect. How often do cruelty and villainy (when 
they eſcape public juſtice) produce remorſe, dejection 
and deſpair; and either waſte the fleſh in © pining 
atrophy,” conſume the faculties by idiotiſm or diſtrac- 
tion, or (perhaps more frequently) urge the hand of 
ſuicide to cut the thread of human life? The ſame 
conneCtion obtains in the other world, The conſci- 

| | _ _ ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs of Ka committed and of eternal l6ſs: ſuſtained 
is © the worm that never dies: the heat of unſubdued 
paſſions, the flame of irreconciteable diſcord, and a ſenſe 
of divine wrath, form a © fire that cannot be quenched,” 
and, conſequently, muſt be eternal. Now a great part 
of this puniſhment evidently ariſes from conſciouſneſs 
of perſonal guilt, and is conſequently attached thereto ; 
it ſeems therefore impoſſible that children can "ſuffer 


this, unleſs the Almighty ſhould endue them with a 


new kind of conſciouſneſs on purpoſe to "torment 
them, which it is not at all honorable to . divine | 
periections to ſuppoſe. | | 


That young children do not and cannot commit ac- 
tual tranſgreſſions is determined by the common ſenſe . 
of mankind; (as is alfo the caſe with lunatics and 
mere idiots :) fince it requires not merely to be under a 
law (as we are all born under the laws of our country) 
but ſome capacity of knowledge and obedience, to 
conſtitute the capacity of ſinning. This is as well 
the doctrine of ſeripture as of reaſon, and when St. 
Paul deſeribes infants as thoſe who have not ſinned 


after the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, what 


does he mean, but that they have not committed actual, 


| „ fins ?* 


But if 1 the proper fubjects of perſonal | 
judgment, and much leſs of future miſery, we may 


hope to find them among the , Lamb's company on 


mount Sion; and here I beg leave to inſert a paſſage, 


„This age, indeed, fruitful with abſurdities, hath produced 'an 
pcs es 2 of aſſerting that —_ ſin * in a very ſhort ſpace after 
© | _P 


: 5 EF 25 3 | 
that. will expreſs (better than I am capable of expreſſ- 
ing) an additional argument to be derived from one af 
the Apocalyptical viſions. The beloved Apoſtle (Rev, 
chap. vii and xiv.) . Saw the Lamb of God upon 


mount Sion, attended by an hundred and forty and 


four thouſand true Iſraelites, © having his Father $name 
written on their forcheads :” beſide theſe he ſaw alſo 
an innumerable multitude redeemed from all nations, 


and kindred, people and — n ee 
of redeeming love. 7 „„ 


they are borp,” even while hanging at the ne FIRED 
hath been preſſed into the defence of this moſt ridiculous Hypotheſis. | 
The Plalmiſt fays “ The wicked are eſtranged from the womb 
This is their orginal depravity—* They go aſtray as ſoon as they 
are born, ſpeaking lies: This is the way in which their depravity 
is generally firſt diſcovered. But this language is to be taken with 
ſome latitude, unleſs any perſon with to prove that children ſpeak as 
ſoon as they are born. The expreſſion means (and can only mean) 
that children fin as ſoon as they'are capable of ſinning, and that Jing 
is commonly the firſt vice to which iy are addifted. (Pr. l, 3- » 


It would be paying too ſerious an attention to ſuch reveries to ms 
ſwyer the arguments derived from the anger of infants and the tears of | 
ſucklings. The ſeriptures defcribe infants as ſuch as have no 
knowledge detween good and evil.“ (See Deut. 1. 39.—[ſa. vii, 16.) 
But the author of the above ſtrange poſition will not admit this to be 

any apology for infants, becauſe wvilful. ignorance is no excuſe for 
adults: ſuch in ſome degree was that of the ſervant in the Parable, who 
rhough he « knew not his maſter's will, did“ things worthy of 
ſtripes, which had his i ignorance been totally inevitable, he could not 
have done. The caſe bf "tic treſpaſs offering is equally impertinent, 
fince that was never offered for children, and in adults did not always 

imply any degree of wwora/ pucpitude, dor Was it to be offered till the 
* offending: party, knew that, he. had Winne, See ee v. 
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= By the one hundred and forty and four thouſand 
e ſealed in their foreheads (a definitive for an indefi- 
te nitive number, which is common in' ſcripture lan- 


4 guage) I underſtand” (ſays my author) thoſe, 


ec who, living to mature age and where the Goſpel is _ 


| of afforded, are enabled to make a public and viſible 


10 profeſſion of religion, and are marked as it were in 
ce their foreheads, and known to whom they belong 
« by their open and habitual ſeparation from the 
& ſpirit and cuſtoms of the world which lieth in wicked- 
te neſs. And the exceeding great multitude contra- 
& diſtinguiſhed from theſe, I conceive to be thoſe, who 
cc are, elfewhere, ſtyled the Lord's hidden ones; and 
cc that theſe are a great multitude indeed, gathered by 


e him who knows them that are his, out of all nations, 
* and kindreds, and people, and tongues. J may diſtri- 


* bute them into the following claſſes. 


eg I. InranTs. I think i it at leaſt highly probable, 
cc that when our Lord ſays, ſuffer little children to come 


cc unto me and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom 


ce of heaven, he does not only intimate the neceſſity of 


| ce becoming {ke little children in ſimplicity, as a qua- 


ce Hfication without which, (as he expreſsly declares in 


e other places) we cannot enter into his kingdom, 
c but informs us of a fatt; that the number of in- 


cc fants, who are effectually 3 to God by his 
« blood, ſo greatly exceeds the aggregate of adult be- 
7 lievers, that, comparatively ſpeaking, his kingdom 
& may be faid to conſiſt of little children They 
care born for a better world than this. They juſt 


enter this ſtate of tribulation, they quickly paſs 


« through it, their robes are waſhed white in the blood of 
6c the 


TW + 
c the Land, and had are admitted for his ſake before a 
4 e the throne. Should I be aſked to aſſign the age, 
* which children begin to be accountable for actual 


ee fin, it would give me no pain to confeſs my igno- 
ce range. The Lord knoweth. Oe 


This reſpeQable writer 1 two other claſſes, | 
namely, * a people hidden among the moſt degene- 
& rate communities, civil or eccleſiaſtical, that bear 
cc the name of chriſtian”—and a ſelect, though ſecret 
number among the heathen—but theſe go beyond the 
| limits of my ſubje& (though not of my heart) I 
muſt therefore not enlarge the quotation: nor will I 
be poſitive that the above is the exact ſenſe of this 
ſublime viſion ; yet few expoſitions that J have ſeen 
of this myſterious book appear to me more probable, | 


I ſhall now leave theſe arguments to impreſs their 
own weight upon the reader's mind, while I examine 
che principal objections I have been able to meet with 
to this ſcriptural, rational, and Wann. ane 


1 


9 Maſiab, 50. Serm. by the Rex, J. Nemn, = 11. . 415. 
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OBJECTION 


_ Woke in the CR IMES and TEMPORAL 


Ruin of their Parents. 


| T HE ſcripture furniſhes ſeveral incontrovertible : 
inſtances of this: The moſt ſtriking are the deluge— 


the deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah—of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram—of the Canaanites, and of the re- 
bellious Jews. But if Solomon? s maxim be admitted, 
that no man can tell * either love or hatred by that 


which i is before him? a in the preſent. adminiſtration 


of affairs < all things happen alike to all”*—nothing' 


can be from hence inferred in reſpect of the future and 


eternal tate of the infant ſufferers. This is given up 
in being urged, for it is only urged to prove the proba- 
bility chat /ome were Joſt, whereas it equally' proves 
the perdition of all, or of none. And where is the 
man hardy enough to argue from it that all the children 
of the old world, of the rebellious Jews, &c. were 


5 eternally loſt ? 


/ 


This argument in cn view refutes itſelf, for if 
in public calamities all who periſh thereby are loſt, 


how many thouſands of pious and good inen have been 


deftroyed ? We need not go to Jeruſalem, neither 
need we turn back to ſacred hiſtory—In our own 
country in the time of the civil war, were there no 


good men who periſhed by the ſword, « either in the royal 


x Eccleſ. 1% I, 2. 


or 


[a] 
or parliamentary -armies? Were there none among 

the many thouſands that periſhed by the plague in 

London? It is certain there were many. But is it 
argued that in national calamities God has a peculiar 
reſpect to the ſafety of his people? 1 grant there ate 
many ſtriking inſtances of it: but exceptions will nat 
form a rule, It might as well be argued that be- 
cauſe God would have ſpared Sodom if there bad been 


ten righteous perſons in it, that therefore he never 
brought deſtruction on any city which OO.» 2 


| fa number of good men, 


Indeed in many inſtances the done of mee inno· 
cents may be conſidered as a bleſſing to themſclves, 
though a. puniſhment to their parents They were 
s taken from the evil to come. To have ſaved all the 
children amidſt the national calamities brought on 
their parents, would have required a continued miragu- 
lous exertion of divine power, of which there is no 
example in the ſcriptures. Suppoſe, for inſtance, God 
had ordered all the young infants to be collected into 
Noah's Ark, to ſay nothing of its impractibility, 
what could Noah have done with them? Could 
Noah have nurſed, or bis wife and daughters have 
ſuckled them? No! : they muſt have periſhed by 


want or inattention. 


| Suppoſe alſo the infant Canaanites had been pre- 
| ſerved, muſt they not have ſhared a ſeverer fate? In 
all human probability, one half would have died by 
neglect, and the other half in ſlavery.— The like might 
be al of the children of Korah and his SOPpapy: 


* If. Ivii, 1. 


BEC. 


E 


OBJECTION 1. 
. ren. include 2 of e . the 


Dahvxp. 


un 1 abſolutely deny. Let us examine the in- 
ſtances alleged. They are 


J. The inhabitants of the old works, among which 
were doubtleſs many infants. Now theſe inhabitants 
are ſaid by St. Peter to be (c ſpirits in priſon,” s i. . in 
the prifon of Hell. But though he mentions ſpirits in 
priſen which were diſobedient in the days of Noah, 
he does not ſay that all thoſe diſobedient perſons, were 
then priſoners; we therefore hope not. As the rain 
was forty days coming upon the earth, ſome of its in- 
habitants might ſurvive a great part of that time, and 
who can tell but the terror in which they were in- 
volved might be a means of leading ſome of them to 
repentance? It was too late indeed to be ſaved in the 
Ark, for Noah was ſhut in; but “ as all were not 
(eternally) ſaved that were in the Ark (ſay the aflem- 
bly's of Annotators -,) ſo it is probable that all were 
not damned that were out of it.“? 

* 1 Peter iii, 19. F On Gen. vii, 22. 

1 x The population of the old world has been rated very high, on 
account of the longevity of its inhabitants; but upon whatever ratio 
we calculate the increaſe, I think conſiderable deduction muſt be 
made for the two or three laſt centuries preceding the flood, fince 
ce>auchery and luſt are ever unfriendly to population ; which al- 


ways decreaſes = proportion as they prevail, As therefore theſe 
crimes were ir acme in this period, I ſuppoſe the number of 


infants ively inconſiderable. 
| St. 


TH 


K „ 1 


St. Peter's words however have nothing to do with 
| * for the perſons he ſpeaks of were preached to 
by the Spirit of Chriſt (in Noah's miniſtry no doubt,) 
and were alſo diſobedient to that preaching, neither of 
which circumſtances apply to the * innocents for 
whom I plead. 


u.. The inhabitants of Sodom and . \ fuer 
« the vengeance of eternal fire; now among theſe it 
has been ſaid might be more than ten thouſand in- 
fants. But who ever heard of ten thouſand infants 
among a city * of Sodomites ? eſpecially as we do not 
know that the whole body of inhabitants in the five 
cities amounted to half that number. 


- But ſuppoſe them as numerous as you pleaſe, are 
there any children among Sodomites? I very much 
doubt if there were ten young children among all the 
five cities. How many were there in Lot's family, 
which was uncontaminated with that luſt? Not one. 


Again, imagine the children of Sodom, ke. as 
many as you will, there were none among thoſe Jude 
deſeribes under the vengeance of eternal fire: for they 


gave themſelves © over to fornication and went after 


ſtrange fleſh,” which does not apply to infants. 


* Nothing as to the population of Sodom can be concluded from its 
being called a ciy, ſince the ſame word is applied to the little town 
that Cain built and called Enoch. ow iv. 17. 3 


1 7. 


As 
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As to their not being ten righteous perſons in the 


| city of Sodom, if there were no children that forms no 


difficulty ; and if there were, the term rigbieous does 


not properly agree to young children, fince that term 


when uſed as applying to a character, commonly in- 
tends an integrity and principle of obedience of which 


they do not appear the SI ſubjects. * 


A third 8 is from the ix. chap. of Peakiel 


& In this chapter (ſay the Aſſembly's annotators) is 


figured. out the flaughter to be made in Jeruſalem, of 
the people that were therein, except the godly mourn- 
ers that were marked out to be ſaved.” One Angel 
is commiſſioned to ſet a mark upon the men that 
figh and that cry for the abominations” committed i in 
the midſt of the city; and another is commiſſioned to 


follow with a deſtroying weapon, and his orders were 
to « ſlay utterly old and young, both maids and LITTLE 
CHILDREN, and women ;—but not to come near any 
man upon whom is the mark.“ 


What this has to do with the eternal damnation of 
infants it may be difficult to conceive; it has however 


been applied to it with as much confidence as little 


reaſon. The above annotators refer to 11 Chron. xxxvi, | 


17. for the accompliſhment of this prophetical viſion ; 


and there the reader may find it in the deſtruction 
brought upon Jeruſalem by the King of Babylon. 
This inſtance belongs therefore to the firſt objection, 


and thereto muſt be referred. Of much the ſame -' 


. See 1 John iii, 7. 


force 


"EC? 235 1 


foree with the Srodeding i is an hypothetical argument 
derived from Rom. ix, 11, 13. | 
« For the children being not yet born, neither hay- 
| ing done any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God 
according to election might ſtand, not of works, but 
of him that calleth—as it is written, Jacob h have 1 
en but Eſau hays T hateä. LR BEST 17 — — 
Now! it is Kaese if Eſau had G61 in aſian he 
muſt have been damned, and therefore other reprabates 


(as Eſau is ſuppoſed to be) may die in jüfaney and 


periſh for ever. But it may as well be ſuppoſed, that 


if Jacob had died before his eonverſion he muſt have 


diäeeen loſt; alſo, with equal reaſon, inferred that other 
celect perſons may die before converſion and periſh 


| likewiſe, We have no right to place ſuppoſitions againſt | 
facts. Eſau did not die in infancy, nor any other 
reprobate perſon that we know of, as I have endes. 


LES 


voured to ſhew above. ; 31% vt 


_ . 
+ * 
* « : 


* Odio habui, comparats a ac figurats, 7. e. minus dilexiz q. d. 
prætuli Iſraelitas, quanquam gravium eriminum reos.— Vid. Gen, 
xxix, 31. Deut. xx), 15. Prov. xiii, 24+ Matt. vi, 24: Luc, xiv» 

43 Joh. xit, 25,—Poli. * in . 5 1 


— 


17 
OBJECTION. 


From Rom. v, 14 


— Death . from Adam to Moſes, even over them 
that had not Jinned after the Fw ana 70 Adam's 


tranſgreſſion.” 


| ] HIS is ſuppoſed to be a deciſive r uy 
examine it. The perſons here intended by the phraſe 
cc them that had not ſinned after the fimilitude of 


Adam's tranſgreſſion,ꝰ are agreed to be infants; and 


the death here intended, in order to prove the dam- P 


nation of infants, is A to be eternal death, * 


* 


Admitting this, however, it 5 not follow that i in- 
fants actually periſhed ; but only that they came under 
the ſentence of condemnation, which is not diſputed; 


for the Apoſtle adds, „that if death reigned by one 


[Adam] much more they which receive abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs ſhall reign in 
life by one, Jeſus Chriſt,” *—The reign of death, in 
whatever ſenſe it be underſtood, does not exclude 
the reign of grace. Death reigned univerſally ; but 


are all therefore damned ? God forbid. Where ſin 


abounded unto death; — even there hath grace ſuper- 
8 abounded unto eternal life. T“ 


It may be added, that Deddridge and many other 
able critics and commentators underſtand this text only 


* 


* Ver. 17. + Ver. 20. | > 5 


e 38 3 


of temporal death, or mortality. * I confeſs, 3 
that Pres. Edwards's remark on this text appears to 
me judicious, that in this diſcourſe the apoſtle in- 


dCludes the ce whole of that death which is the wages 


of fin . . . though in ſome parts he has a more par- 
ticular reſpe&t to one part of this whole, in others 
to another, as his argument leads him; without any 
more variation, than is common in the ſame diſcourſe.” 
In this verſe, the Preſident is of opinion, that the 
Apoſtle more particularly alludes to temporal death 
e that part of the puniſhment which is viſible in this 
world, and which every body therefore ſees does in 
fact come upon all mankind,” from thence inferring 
ce that all mankind are expoſed to the whole of that 
death which is the proper puniſhment of ſin, where 
of that temporal death is a part.“ But this, as above 
obſerved, is of no ene to the preſent queſtion. 


Fam. Eapel. in Loc. | | 
4 enn chap, i ir. 8. 1. 


Fa OBJEC- 


opjrerionn, 
w. Faw will te Sar t 2 


1 


As two thats of mankind are ſuppofed We 8 : 


a fare of infaney,* the falvation of all infants ſecures 


the falvation” of | the far greater part of mankind. 


Now it is alleged, that the fetiptures repreſent the peo- 
ple of God as but a ſmall ineonſiderable number; and 


| that eir find the way to etertial life, becauſe few are 
choſen thereunts, Let us eratuime the pallages as the hey 
occur. | * 


1h Matt. , 14. 2 160 the gate 1 1 : 
unto life, and few there be that find it. This text evi- | 


dently relates to the difficulties of real and praQticat 
religion; difficulties, indeed, that our not to children 
who are abſolutely and only paſſive in every part of 
their ſalvation. The ev here are compared with the 
many that go in the ways of vice and ſin unto. eternaF 
death, which is OY TOY to infants. 


IT. Matt. xx, wy ad xxii, 14. & Many are called, 


but rEw choſen.” 
% Many that are called do not go f far as th ma 


religion, or any care for the life to come : and among 


them that do profeſs well, many are not ſaved for 
want of holy converſation” —ſay the Aſembly's s anno- 


* See Nach Brit. vol. x. art. Man. 
dators 


* : 


1 


„ 


. 


bees wht the aue cg 19 cen . 


ere, . 

m 1 il, 98. „ Fes 8 As Flad 
| jefors propetly to the ſmall number of Chrift's 4iſci- 
ples in the days of his . which allo. . Mees . 
| to-do with our bf. 


- - L | 
E . 9 . - _ 1 . % 
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Iv. Nom, =, 3 There is bessten 


to the election of grace” This and other parallel texts, 
refer to the Jewiſh nation, of which after an incredible 


and unexampled number were deſtroyed by the juſt 


rengeanee of God, a remnant were preferved to be at 
once the ſubjects and monuments of divine goodneſs ; 
therefore this text u as I to do with ws a 
Eee 2 1 5 | e 


| 71 id 41 # 


"If it be id, where the erpioser are expreſy, : asin 


reſpect to the fewneſs of the elect, we have no right 
to make exceptions, I will beg leave to anſwer this by 
a parallel caſe, It is repeatedly and expreſsly aſſerted 
that faith and repentance are eſſential to falvation— 
e Unleſs ye believe that I am he, ye fhall die in your 


fins—Except. ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh,” 
but infants are capable of neither, muſt we therefore | 


give up, not only many, but all of them as loſt eter- 


nally ?—God forbid “ As for the places of ſcripture 
(fays Mr. Perkins) which mention juſtification and 


falvation by faith, they are to be reſtrained to men of 
years: whereas infants dying in their infancy, and 
gs wanting actual faith, , .. are no doubt 


2 N ſaved 


8 [i 
1 
}; 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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| 
w { 
| 
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| „ 
aved by FEAR other ſpecial work of God's _—_ e 


unknown to us. 
Now if an exception may. bs . in ws of 5 
infants,” as to the. neceſſity of * Ty not in the 


| _ +: n Ji 3 vitSdgas s 


"1 would add that this objection; 11 1 it is nel Pick "OW 
excludes not only ſome but a majority of infants from 
future happineſs ; for if two thirds of the human race 
die in infancy, were we to allow one third to be elect- 
ed, which is vaſtly, more than the ſupporters of infant 
damnation will admit, and reckon as few adults as the 
ſevereſt bigots can defire, yet muſt we throw in a con- 


ſiderable majority of the infant race to turn the ſcale, 
of reprobation,—This i is not, however, the Bible me- 
thod of calculation. When the diſciples came with 


that queſtion, ** Lord are there few ſaved ?” he made 
no direct anſwer to it; but urges them to enter in 


: at the ſtrait gate. 


It is very certain that by Uſtening only to the found 


of words, we may prove any thing. Another ſet of 
texts might be produced to ſhew that there are 


many ſaved. For inſtance; When Paul preached at 


Theſſalonica, ( ſome of the Jews believed—and of the 
deyout Greeks a „ MULTITUDE, and of the chief 


women NoT a FEW.” At Berea MANY of them 
_ believed: * alſo of honorable. women, which were. 
Greeks, and of men NOT a few.” + | 


855 Works vol, x 8 12. + Acts TY 4 115 
| + Vol. 1, p. 127. | | 
The 


/ 


ASL 
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The fact is, Wet the far greater part of mankind | 
1 walk the broad road of ſin and death, - while the 


number of thoſe who are enabled to walk the narrow 


Way, are comparatively few. When theſe however 
are all collected together, from every kingdom, 
nation and tongue, the infant p part of the elect includ- 
ea, they will form a body which many cannot Ys 
7%” hs which | no man can n number. my "x3 


Thus Wal the grace of God be e in hy 
extent, as well as riches, of his mercy. Thus where 
death and hell have flain their thouſands tens of 
thouſands ſhall confeſs themſelves _ 1 een | 
of the Redeemer's love. | 


And if, to theſe, we can permit our + ae to 
785 add thoſe innumerable worlds, and ſyſtems of worlds 


which compoſe the univerſe, - and which may all poſ- 


| ſibly be filled with holy and happy beings, how vaſt 
the idea how much too great for a human ſoul in its 
| preſent contracted ſtate of exiſtence ! © God is great 


and we know him not” in any manner b to his 


. real magnificence. 


L Rev, wh 9. +Job xxxvi, xvi, 26. 
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| Tan abjeRion 2 the 8 of the children 
of believers, while it excludes others; thus far it is 
favourable to our cauſe, and for the reſt we might refer 
to the arguments already advanced in oppoſition to ſuch 
a reſtriction.“ But as this idea is ſuppoſed to be coun- 

tenanced by ſeveral paſſages of . it u he | | 
ous: to merit a more * e 9 


iſt Iti is GARE FR there are many 3 in che 
Old Teſtament of ſpecial favor to the children of the 
Lord's people. God in a peculiar manner engages to 
be their God: and in Iſa. Ixv, 20,23. are ſome re- 
markable expreſſions reſpecting them. Theſe, however, 
ſo far from peculiarly intending the falyation of the 
dying infants of God's choſen, appear to me to contain 
promiſes of great longevity, and that (for the more 
rapid increaſe of population) few or none of their 
| children ſhould die in that ſtate, Let the reader judge 
for himſelf—** There ſhall be no more thence an 
infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled 
his days“ —i. e. The young ſhall not die in infancy, 
nor the old till their days are fully ripe. „c For the, 
child (i. e. youth, not infant) ſhall die an hundred 
| nes old (though the ſinner at an hundred years old 


e es. 
rag Shall 


* 5 1 0 
mall be MEER And they ſhall build houſes and 
inhabit them ; they ſhall plant vineyards and eat the 
fruit of them. They ſhall not build and another in- . 
habit; they ſhall not plant and another eat: for [many 
as the days of a tree are, the days of my people, a 
mine elect ſhall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
They ſhall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for 
trouble: (Neither ſhall they generate a ſhort-lived 
race, ſays Biſhop Lowth) for they are the ſeed o 
the bleſſed of the Lord, and their offspring with 
them „Erhere are other paſſages which ſpeak of the 
children of believers as HOLY, and as under a covenant. 
relation to God through their parents ; ſuch of theſe 


however, as are not peculiar to the Jews, are general 5 


ly and juſtly applied to the priviledges to which ſuch 
children are entitled, and the advantages they enjoy, 48 
children of the faithful, in the preſent life; and, if i in 
any inſtance they extend farther, they only prove, 
what we moſt readily admit, that there are, beſide the 
general arguments in favor of the ſalvation of all 
children, ſome other additional ones in favor of thoſe. 
ef believers. 1 | 


CONCLU- 


CONCLUSION. 


4, LA v ING. bd: pan: L hogs, e 

wh: at objeRjons, Thave been able to find againſt, the 
n falvation of infants, we may now recollect 
the arguments. before ed in their fayour, with a 
particufar view to the e and nnen . 
Js eren Eurit Br. 
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Wich what e may ve nut our ren ia 
the hands of that God, the barniony of. whoſe per- 
fetions appears to require their falyation !, Is it not 
2 maxim of his government to puniſh none but, aftual 
tranſgreflors ? Hath he not enjoined this as, a, law te 
others, and | promiſed, to obſerve. it himſelf, pity Ba 
under the goſpel diſpenſation? | "Wherefore then ſhall 
we doubt, the conſiftency of his pape © or the, gage 
lity, of his promiſes? 

1 | 
Compaſſionate Redeemer! enable us to o reign our 
dying offspring to thy mercy. Surely that voice 
which once and again invited helpleſs infants to thy 
boſom, will not eternally baniſh them therefrom. 
With reverence to thy name, may we not return the 
| gracious word on which we hope ? Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto thee now, and forbid them not !— 
Of ſuch, Lord, is ty ane 


Ne need we n even for the conſequences of 
the grand and general judgment. When the ſmall ag 

well as great, ſhall ſtand before his rebel! the 
Judge 


1 5 N is che friend. © Suffer little children t to e 


8 | 5 If any then ſhall have reaſon to dread his frown, they - 4 


DOS, a} hs. . No 
unto me, and forbid. them not,” is ſtill his language, 


ere thoſe that deſpiſe or negleGt. bis infant Diſciple  * | 
ec Inaſmuch a8 ye did it not to the LEAST of 1 | 
(un the Judge) ye did it not t unto mer. 55 


Lett us then i imitate holy n men of old—the Lord hath ON 
Tj ek and the Lord hath taken away—Bleſſed be the | 
name of the Lord. The grave is e th houſe appoint» _ ” 
ed for all living * There the p ful infant, with - 15 1 
ve out ſo much as knowing what labbur and yexation . 3 
ce mean, « lies till and is quiet; it ſleeps and is at 
cc reſt.” Staying only to waſh away its native impu⸗ 
Cc rity in the laver of regeneration, it bid a ſpoedy | b 
1 adieu to time and terreſtial things . . juſt looked 3 
ce 'on the light, and then withdrew into the. more : = 
« inviting regions of windiſturbed repoſe. Happy *® 
7708 Voyager! No ſooner . ag arrived at -2 
. _ F* the Haven! me A TE, | 
e Babes, thither expat fot i ah a breaſt, 
«6 Claim right to fing above.the reſt ; 4 | 
44 Becauſe they found the happy (hore | 
4 © They neither wr nor fought before.” 5 
| 9 5 ExsKNM .. 
Neither our tears nor our prayers « can now avail to 
procure their return, were we weak enough to defire _ 
it. But we may hope (with David) to go to them—if, _ 
deing regenerated by divine grace, we copy their im- 
plicity, humility, and dependance—for of ſuch L 
ſuch only] is the kingdom of Heaven. 5 


_ ® Hervey's Meditations, 27th Ed. vol. 1, Þ. 16. 
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HA "THE term etherimintal i is applied to ſciences. founded, not on 7 - 8 
piothetical reaſoning, but actual expcrience; Applied to re gion, it diſ- 
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tributed their experience to the power of God's 8 Fa a have ſanc- 
rioned their teſtimony by holy lives and triumphant deaths. Theſe 
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